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Course Description/Rationale/Overview


English 12 (4U1) is the high school graduation course aimed at preparing students for further studies at the university level.  The course follows the Ministry of Education’s guidelines for curriculum, assessment and evaluation and the Toronto District School Board’s suggestions for implementing this graduating course.  English 12 will provide students with an opportunity to develop their literacy, critical thinking and communication skills.  Throughout the term, they will be introduced to a range of challenging texts from various time periods, countries and cultures.  Students will write analytical and argumentative essays throughout the term and a major paper for an Independent Literary Research Project.  There will be opportunities for them to apply key concepts to analyze media works.  An important focus will also be on understanding academic language and using it coherently in discussion and argument. 








Class Requirements 


Prerequisite  


English 11 University





Student Responsibility


Students must seek assistance from fellow students and the teacher for all work missed due to absence and must make arrangements to complete missed work.





Course Requirements/Department Policies


Late Assignments


Late assignments must be accompanied with a note signed by a parent or guardian stating the reason for tardiness of the assignment. The note must list the due date of the assignment and the actual date of submission. If an assignment is handed in after it has been taken up/handed back, the student may not receive a mark for it.


Missed Tests


It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements, ahead of time, for any tests/quizzes that are missed. If a student misses a test/quiz for an unforeseen reason such as illness, the student must bring a note signed by a parent or guardian and be prepared to write the test/quiz immediately upon return to school.








Assessment Strategies


Personal response journals, persuasive/argumentative essays, methods of development, oral presentations, seminars, timed in-class writing, teacher-student conferences, peer editing, self-evaluation, media products, mid-term exam.





Achievement Categories


Knowledge and understanding


Thinking and inquiry


Communication


Application


These achievement categories are contained and evaluated in the curriculum strands.








Evaluation: TERM MARK BREAKDOWN








:	Reading & Literature		30%





		Writing				30%





		Oral				20%





		Media				20%
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Course Outline





The course can be grouped into five units: 





Forms of writing (and other texts) –  The course will begin with an examination of an assortment of texts including essays, poetry, short story, drama, and media. Models of writing will be used to learn about various patterns of organization, style, and rhetoric.  A course package will be copied and distributed.





Independent Literary Research Project (ILRP)  – ENG4U1 students will begin an ILRP in week #1 and conclude in Week #3.  Outside of class, students will read an independent novel chosen from an approved list*. Students will prepare reading and process notes on their reading, and participate in in-class colloquies making connections with other students’ responses to their novels.  In Week#4 the ILRP will culminate when students write a final, in-class essay on a topic of literary inquiry that will emerge from their research and discussions.  It will be a detailed and thoughtful exploration of the topic drawing upon support from literary theory learned in class, from independent research, and from the literature studied.  





Shakespeare – Students will study Hamlet.   





Novel study  – This unit will offer students an opportunity to expand their awareness of literary styles, issues and ideas through the study of a novel.  The novel this year is The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald 





Final Evaluation  – Students will have final evaluative projects that will determine the 30% summative part of their grade. The ILRP in-class essay in will form 15% of this mark. Other written, oral and media related activities will form the other 15%. 


*Approved list of novels for the independent study


Author�
Title�
�
Award�
�
Desai, Kiran �
The Inheritance of Loss �
2006�
Man Booker Shortlist �
�
Levy, Andrea�
Small Island�
2005�
Commonwealth Winners �
�
Hyland, M.J. �
Carry Me Down�
2006�
Man Booker Shortlist �
�
Jin, Ha �
War Trash �
2005�
Pulitzer Prize �
�
St Aubyn, Edward�
Mother’s Milk�
2006�
Man Booker Shortlist �
�
Smith, Zadie�
White Teeth�
2001�
Commonwealth Writers Prize�
�
Heller, Zoë �
Notes on a Scandal�
2003�
Man Booker Prize�
�
Endicott, Marina � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Marina%20Endicott" � ��



Good to a Fault


�



2008�



Giller Prize �
�
Ishiguro, Kazuo�
Never Let Me Go�
2006�
Man Booker Shortlist �
�
Smith, Ali�
The Accidental�
2006�
Man Booker Shortlist �
�
Waters, Sarah�
The Night Watch�
2006�
Man Booker Shortlist�
�
Hill, Lawrence�
The Book of Negroes�
2007�
Canada Reads Award�
�


















Curriculum Strands and Weighting


Reading & Literature		 30%


Writing			 30%


Oral				 20%


Media Studies		 20%





Learning Skills


Works Independently


Team work


Organization


Work Habits/Homework


Initiative








FINAL MARK


Marks in each strand are cumulative for the whole year. The final mark will be calculated according to Ministry policy.





Cumulative year’s work:	 	70%





Final Summative Evaluation	30%


The year’s summative evaluation 


will include:


+ a final, in-class, literary essay 


   based on the student’s ILRP


+ an oral presentation to the class


+ another creative assignment such as a media 


    project








